The history of the case, also, and the appearance of the gums, will greatly assist us in our diagnosis in many cases, teething being a frequent exciting cause of this fever. We ought also to pay particular attention to the effects of purgatives, which frequently afford more decided relief in infantile remittents than in hydrocephalus.
The fever of which we treat is often mistaken for typhus. This, however, ought not to be a common occurrence. The early history of this disease, the appearance of the tongue, the more complete remissions, and the evident connection, in the first instance, with gastric and abdominal derangement, will enable the physician of even limited experience easily to distinguish the infantile remittent from typhus. It does not require much skill to discriminate between this disease and pneumonia, enteritis, or hepatitis, with each of which I have known it confounded. A very slight attention to the time in which the lungs, bowels, or liver have become affected, will readily enable any one to perceive that the inflammatory action occasionally at work in these organs is an effect and not a cause, and that it is almost always of the subacute kind. disease, or by the treatment, will be best obviated by nourishing, but not stimulating, diet. Great caution is always necessary in administering wine,?and the physician ought never to forget that the patient's strength will generally be restored without its aid.
